
"High Priority Crimes"
in Ogunquit

A: Physical change in the exterior of a building or structure in
or on any historic site, historic landmark or historic structure,
by addition, reconstruction, alteration or restoration,
whether or not a building permit is required.
E: Public improvement projects, including lighting,
sidewalks, paving, utility distribution, street beautification
and curbing , where such improvements are in, on or
Immediately adjacent to any historic site, historic landmark
or historic structure.

The importance of the Ogunquit Historic Preservation
Commission (OHPC) is clearly outlined in the Town's Municipal
Code Chapter 97 Historic Preservation. All pre-1930 properties
MUST come before OHPC when any exterior renovation or
demolition is being considered. Their reviews and
recommendations are shared with the Planning Board in order to
assist in their deliberations and decisions on the property.

The August 16, 2022 resignation of both the OHPC Co-Chair and
Secretary (leaving one person on the board) should have been
addressed immediately by the Select Board, but almost 6 months
has gone by with NO action taken to revive the Commission.
Rather than delay historic projects until the re-establishment of
the OHPC, the Town has instead gone full speed ahead ignoring
the fact that the initial gate-keeper (OHPC) was missing.

Town Municipal Code Section 16: Improvements requiring
Historic Preservation Review from Chapter 97 states: A certificate
of appropriateness or a certificate of demolition issued by the
OHPC shall be required for:

CONTENTS

THE OGUNQUIT BREEZE
A MONTHLY EMAIL NEWSLETTER FOR THE COMMUNITY

F R O M  T H E  O GUNQUIT RESIDENTS ALLIANCE

February 2023, Vol. 3 Issue 3

Town Ordinances: OHPC
Crimes in Ogunquit
Ogunquit's History Group
Update on Water Testing
Town Budget: Revenue, Fees, School

      District, and Good News

Why not report these in real time so
the community is aware?

Join the
Transfer
Station

in
reducing

food
waste!

7 sexual assaults (including a 15 year
old)
2 serious car crashes
4 stolen vehicles
51 cases of forgery or fraud
1 counterfeit case
123 theft cases
14 burglaries

As reported by Police Chief Lizanecz on
January 5th at the Budget Review meeting
(at 1 hour; 24 minutes), these have been
loggeded over the last three years:

What's Happened to
Following Town Ordinances?

Why have both the Planning Board and the Select
Board ignored this Code and neglected direction

from this very important Commission?

https://ecode360.com/33509411
https://ecode360.com/33509411
https://townhallstreams.com/stream.php?location_id=40&id=49864


Ogunquit resident Jo Resta had a vague idea of where her
childhood cottage was situated but to pinpoint its exact
location she turned to David Weare, the DIrector of the
Ogunquit Library, since she remembered that the cottage
was owned by a “Mrs. Weare.” Jo was thrilled to learn that
David’s grandmother was that “Mrs. Weare!”

Recognizing Jo’s enthusiasm for old Ogunquit, David asked
her if she’d be interested in hosting a session at the Library
to help put names to the people found in many of the
historical books of the Town. Her agreement to do this
resulted in the birth of the Ogunquit History Group as the
initial meeting has morphed into a monthly one, attended
by a diverse group of people who willingly share their
knowledge and stories.

Coming from various sectors of Town life, some are experts
in its history with deep roots and ties to Ogunquit, while
others have been seasonal residents since childhood. Some
are from the arts community, some from the hotel
community and others deeply interested in learning of the
origin of the buildings and homes they pass by on their
walks around Town. All have a genuine commitment to
extract and preserve the history, pictorial, written and oral
of this much loved place by the sea.

From stories about Leo the docile toothless MGM lion
brought to Ogunquit by movie maker Louis B Mayer one
summer and installed in a cage next to the Marginal Way
House on Wharf Lane where he was staying, to the
shipwrecks in the Ogunquit River and beach as well as all
the many unforgettable characters in town and the Cove,
the discussions are always fascinating and lively!
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Faces and Places
Ogunquit's History Group

L-R standing: Deb Laperche, Jay Smith, Jo Resta, Doug Mayer,
Brenda Goodale, Judith Woodbury L-R seated: David Weare,
Louesa Gillespie, Lenny Wyman, Chris Woodbury

The group welcomes all who
have an interest in the history of
Ogunquit to join them. They
meet once a month at the
Ogunquit Memorial Library and 
are now working on identifying buildings and street
names in the book  A Pictorial History of Ogunquit 
1870-1950. Refreshments are served and the group will
meet again on February 15, 2023 at 2:30.

Shore Road
1920 

Marginal Way House
Built in 1886
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The beaches, estuary, rivers and streams, many of which are fed
by neighboring communities, are vital to Ogunquit. They provide
recreation, contribute to the economy, and support the
environment. Since the impairment of aquatic ecosystems by
fecal waste (human, dog, and wildlife) are a critical ecological
and public health concern, Ogunquit has partnered with Maine
Healthy Beaches, FB Environmental and, recently, Acorn
Engineering and the University of New Hampshire to address
these issues through varying methods of water testing. 

The targeted sampling strategy is undertaken in our watershed
in an effort to understand how these sources impact water
quality under variable conditions. The goal is to eliminate or at
least reduce the negative impact of contamination.

Fecal indicator bacteria testing, with results taking at least 24
hours from area labs, has been the standard of testing at
predetermined sites over the years. Recently a novel on-site
platform to provide more rapid test results has been initiated in
Ogunquit by UNH scientists. A polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
method detects genetic material from a specific organism in
approximately one hour. 

According to UNH, the outcomes from these tests will help assess
ecosystem health and promote beach safety. Although the
testing is beginning on a small scale, the provided information
using this innovative technology will lay the groundwork for
future larger testing while providing results in real time.

Natural Resources
Water Testing Update: Where do we
go from here?

With up to $91K ($36K spent) approved for use
related to water testing/environmental, what
projects will be completed in January to June
2023?
There are plans to complete a vegetative buffer at
Jotham’s Stream and update the 2013 watershed
plan ($20K). Why is the Josias River never included
in the water testing?
Will the upstream inlets from rivers and streams in
Wells, York and South Berwick entering the
Ogunquit watersheds ever be tested for pollution
loads? Everything flows downstream.
We have known the issues of non-point source
pollution in our watersheds and the impairment of
the estuary, Riverside and Littlefield Beaches for
years. What steps are being proposed and funded
to actually FIX the issues? 

 Both 24 hour tests (62 samples at 17 sites) and rapid
tests 11 samples at 8 sites) were done
24 hour tests were done on 13 days from July-Nov 
Rapid tests were done on 4 days Sept-Nov
Samples were taken on dry (47) and post-rain (15) days 
11% (24 hour) and 9% (rapid) of samples showed human
feces 
24 hour tests showed 14% dog, 39% avian, 8% deer and
no bovine (cattle)

Results of Fecal DNA testing at watershed sites

$1,000 included for Maine Healthy Beaches
$20K for water quality testing
$15K for a grant match for FBE (phase IV)

$30K for environmental projects - a majority ear-marked
for water testing

FB Environmental: $15,509.24 for sampling and annual
monitoring reports, watershed surveys, Phase IV grant
UNH: $17,386.30 for Fecal DNA water source testing
Acorn Engineering: $2,950 for unidentified work
The Stormwater Abatement Pilot Proposal has been
completed, but not yet shared. 

The 2022-2023 Budget for Water Testing
Conservation Commission ($39,900 total budget)

Sustainability Committee ($48,000 total budget) 

American Rescue Plan Act – ARPA ($25K awarded) for water
testing: Project for UNH

What has been spent*? 

*According to the Financial Transparency documents on Clear.gov
up until January 10, 2023

Questions



The budget for the current Wells-Ogunquit school year (2022-
2023) is $28,999,941
This is an increase of 2.64% ($767,626) from the previous year
Ogunquit's share is $5,731,654 (21%)
The District has 1,344 students; 37 from Ogunquit

Town Expenses: School District

If reinstating free beach parking passes to resident taxpayers reduces town revenue by about $120K, why
not help offset this loss by increasing the business registration and liquor/amusement license fees that have
not changed for 7, 19 and 22 years respectively? Why not have a sliding scale for capacity/volume of business?
Since 3 of the 5 Select Board members are personally affected by these fees and have a conflict of interest, why
not refer this to the Budget Review Committee for their recommendations where fewer conflicts apply?
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Town Revenue: Business Fees

It's Town Budget Season!

On November 15th, the agenda for
the upcoming Select Board
meeting  included "A Summary of
Requested Fee/Fine Changes"
from the Town Manager. The
itemized increases (see table to
the right) were contained in the
meeting packet.
The discussion of fees and fines
was tabled and, at the subsequent
workshop by the Select Board on
December 6th, only public parking
lot fees were discussed.

Registration
(179 in 2022-2023)

Liquor License
(56 in 2022-2023)

Amusement License
(18 in 2022-2023)

2015 from $50
 
 

2003 from $100
 
 

2000 from $100

$150
 
 

$200
 
 

   $200 

Business
Category

Current
Fee

Last 
Change

Proposed 
Increase

$500
 
 

$500
 
 

$500

Revenue  
Gained

$62,650
 
 

$16,800
 
 

$7,200

Watch for a series of reports in this and upcoming issues of the Breeze

The budget for 2023-2024 school year will be ready in
April; approval by the School Board is expected May
3rd to then be placed on the June ballot
The Superintendent estimated at the November 15th
Select Board meeting that the expected increase will
stay at 2-3% (an additional $700-$800K)

Derived from the Pennsylvania
Dutch superstition and
celebrated on February 2nd,
this year the groundhog
emerged from its burrow, and,
seeing its shadow, retreated to
its den.  Winter will go on for
six more weeks.

The cost to Wells is $16,055 per student; the cost to Ogunquit is  $131,762 per student
When will this disparity be addressed?

Sign up at ogunquitbreeze.com

Conversion from halogen to LED street
lights (16 more to go) has saved more
than $5K per month this fall and has
reduced almost 20K in kilowatt usage.

The Good News
In the first year of Pay-As-You-Throw (Oct
2021-Sept 2022), there has been a
reduction of 17 hauls, 7,000 visits and 193
tons of garbage saving $21K

($100 if combined
 with Liquor)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania_Dutch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superstition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Groundhog

